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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WELLS 


!  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st 


Area  Health  Department 


Tel:  Shepton  Mallet  2237 


U.D.C.  Building, 
Shepton  Mallet. 

3rd  August,  1966* 


Wells  2643 
(Residence) 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Wells  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Uentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1965,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Public 
Health  Officers  Regulations,  1939  and  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  l/66  of 
11th  January,  19 66. 

On  the  whole,  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  were  favourable,  apart 
from  a  rise  in  the  infant  and  neonatal  mortality  rates,  and  there  was  a  marked 
drop  in  the  stillbirth  rate. 

Following  completion  of  five  years  service  with  the  Council,  I  am  able 
to  introduce  this  year  a  Five-Year  Table  of  certain  vital  statistics  for  the 
District  with  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales.  The 
birth  rate  for  the  period  1961-65  would  appear  to  indicate  a  decline,  and 
may  be  due  to  an  ageing  population  with  a  shift  of  younger  members  of  an 
essentially  agricultural  community  to  the  towns;  on  the  other  band,  the 
death  rate  has  fallen  during  the  same  period,  whilst  the  infant  mortality 
rate  shows  considerable  swing. 

On  the  environmental  hygiene  side,  a  major  sewerage  and  sewcuj^disposal 
scheme  was  commenced  during  the  year  to  serve  two  villages  and  an  ad joining 
hamlet,  and  constant  vigilance  was  required  over  the  supervision  of  small 
water  supplies  not  owned  by  the  statutory  undertakers. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  scattered  rural  community,  much  time  was 
taken  up  by  investigation  of  infections  in  dairy  herds,  in  the  light  of 
possible  spread  to  the  populace,  and  a  noticeable  feature  of  the  year  was  the 
increasing  notification  of  bovine  salmonella  infections  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Office. 

Close  liaison  was  kept  with  the  work  of  the  large  mental  hospital  in  the 
District  by  attendance  on  committees  there  and  regular  six  monthly  inspections 
of  the  catering  facilities  by  the  Deputy  Health  Inspector. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  during 
the  year,  to  the  Chief  and  Deputy  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  continued 
help  and  co-operation,  and  to  the  other  Officers  of  the  Council.  In  conclusion 
may  I  pay  tribute  to  the  work  of  my  previous  secretary,  the  late  Major  T.  W. 
Foster,  who  suffered  much  from  increasing  ill  health  during  the  year,  and 
thank  my  present  secretary,  Miss  M.  May  for  the  hard  work  which  has  gone  into 
the  preparation  and  entire  assembly  of  this  Report. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  G-entlemen 


Your  Obedient  Servant 


D.  E.  CLARE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (in  acres) 
Population  (mid-year  1965) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  . 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . . . 


57,175 

10,940 

3,132 

£257,905 

£1,031. 


15. 
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MAIN  Vim  STATISTICS  FOR  1965 

(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available) 


IRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Somerset 

England  & 
Wales 

- —  Recorded  Corrected 

“T  „  . 

(Provisional) 

Legitimate 

71 

91 

162 

8,663 

Illegitimate 

7 

Jfc 

11 

542 

Totals 

78 

95 

m  ' 

9.2Q5 

864.000 

Rate  per  1,000.  population 

15.8  16.6 

16.76 

18.0 

(Area  Births 

Conparability 

♦ 

Factor  1.05) 

(Corrected) 

* 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births)  6,36  5*89 

* 

STILL  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

H 

T 

“2 

141 

13,800 

Rate  per  1,000 

live 

&  still 

births  ‘ 

11.55 

15. *9 

15.7 

TOTAL  LIVE  & 

STILL  BIRTHS 

79 

96 

175 

♦- 

9,346 

877,800 

DEATHS 

TOTAL  DEATHS  • 
(all  ages) 

73 

95 

168 

6,743 

549,320 

Rate  per  1,000 

population 

15.34 

8.75  10.18 

(Corrected) 

11.5 

(Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor  0,57) 
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MIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1965  (Cont.) 


INFANT  DEATHS 

(under  1  year)  M  •  F  Total 

bells  R. D.C. 
Recorded  Corrected 

0  •  * 

Somerset 

England  & 
Wales 

(Provisional) 

Legitimate  3  '  -  .3 

•  •  0 

146 

Illegitimate  -  .1  ,1 

Totals  '  JL  Jt 

0  ••  *■  »  •  i 

152 

16,414 

(under  4  wks) 

Legitimate  1  -  1 

Illegitimate  .  -  1  -  - 

Totals  JL  JL  _2 

99 

11,200 

(under  1  week) 

■  1  rr* •  ~ 

Legitimate  1  1 

Illegitimate  1  1 

Totals  JL  J.  _2 

•  r 

83 

..  :  :  -■ 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

►  *  • 

Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000 
total  live  births 

23.-1 

10.75 

19.0 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births 

13.54 

16,86 

.  ...  :  . 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

91.0 

23.98 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 
(deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births 

11.36  . 

-10.75 

13.0 

EARLY  -NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(deaths  under  It  .week  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

11.56 

9.23 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Still  births  &  deaths  under  1  week  23.1 
combined  per  1,000  live  &  still  births) 

24.18 

26.9 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

/  ^  '  ■' 

Number  of  deaths ‘ 

- 

2 

219 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live-&  still 
births 

.*  . 

0.21 

0.25 

CERTAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  THE  FIVE-YEAR  PERIOD  I96I-I963 

WITH  COMPARATIVE  FIGURE 

3  FOR  SOMERSET  AND 

ENGLAND  & 

WALES 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1.  Corrected  Birth  Rate 

Wells  R.D.C. 

19.1 

19.1 

19.0 

17.34 

l6.6 

Somerset 

16.38 

17.33 

18.13 

l6.86 

16.76 

England  &  Wales 

17.4 

18.0 

18.2 

18.4 

18.0 

2.  Corrected  Death  Rate 

Wells  R.D.C. 

10.3 

9.46 

10.38 

8.07 

8.75 

Somerset 

12.77 

10.77 

11.23 

10.62 

10.18 

England  &  Wales 

12.0 

11.9 

12.2 

11.3 

11.3 

3.  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Wells  R.D.C. 

11.4 

5.65 

15.46 

11.18 

23.1 

Somerset 

13.82 

17.36 

14.64 

13.0 

10.73 

England  &  Wales 

21,6 

21.6 

21.1 

20.0 

19.0 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Disease 

Measles  • » «  . . .  •  •  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

Dysentery  . 

Tuberculosis  (Lungs)  ... 


Total  Cases  Notified 
76 


3 


1 


2 


TOTAL 


84 


CAUSES  OP  DSaTH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1965 

(As  given  by  the  Registrar- General) 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

Total 

all 

Ages 

Under  4  wks  & 

4  wks  under  1 
year 

1- 

Age 

5-  15- 

i  in 

25- 

Years 

35  -45- 

55- 

65-75  & 

above 

Other  infective  and 
parasitic  diseases 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  _ 

— 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

stomach 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

M 

7 

-  . 

— 

— 

—  - 

- 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

lung,  bronchus 

F 

1 

— 

« 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

- 

«* 

- 

1 

Other  malignant  and 

M 

6 

— 

— 

■  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

lymphatic  neoplasms  « 

F 

A 

-  .. 

- 

-  _ 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

F 

2 

— 

— 

- 

-  - 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of 

M 

6 

r 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  ' 

1 

1 

4 

nervous  system 

F 

18 

•  -  « 

mm 

— 

-  - 

-  • 

—  V 

1 

3 

4 

10 

Coronary  disease. 

M 

19 

— 

— 

—  - 

— 

— 

2 

5 

3 

9 

angina 

F 

11 

—  . . 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

- 

— 

.  — 

2 

9 

Hypertension  with 

M 

1 

— 

> 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

heart  disease 

F 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

-  . 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

M 

12 

— 

—  ■  *“ 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  .• 

— 

1 

2 

9 

%  * 

F 

20 

« 

-  - 

- 

-  - 

- 

— 

- 

- 

2 

18 

Other  circulatory 
disease 

F 

2 

•»  . 

_  Ml 

a , 

— 

— 

2 

Influenza 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

—  ~ 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

.  .  - 

Pneumonia 

F 

20 

— 

- 

- 

-  ~ 

- 

i 

6 

Bronchitis 

M 

8 

— 

— 

— 

~  - 

- 

— 

- 

3 

2 

3 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  ,  . 

1 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of 

M 

2 

—  ’ 

— 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

respiratory  system 

G-astritis,  enteritis 
and  diarrhoea 

F 

1 

- 

— v  4. 

*  1  » 

» 

.  _ 

1 

Other  defined  and 

•M 

4 

1 

i  _ 

- 

-  1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

ill-defined  diseases 

F 

7 

i 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

M 

2 

* 

-i 

— 

-r  ,  vl 

-  . 

-  (  ( 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Suicide 

M 

1 

*  ■»  < 

— 

— 

-  *  « 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

73 

i 

2 

— 

-  2 

— 

1 

4 

19 

18 

26 

F 

95 

l 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

1 

3 

5 

20 

64 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1965 

(Although  as  a  general  rule  the  figures  are  too  small  for  much 
significance  to  be  attached  to  them,  nevertheless  certain  broad 
statements  can  be  made) . 


An  increase  of  100  over  the  population  for  mid-year  1964  was  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General,  and  live  births  exceeded  deaths  by  5* 


Births 

Live  Births  -  dropped  again  to  6  less  than  in  the  previous  year  but  the 
Corrected  Birth  Rate,  which  allows  for  the  age  structure  of  the  District, 
approximates  closely  to  that  of  the  County.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate 
live  births  was  slightly  higher  than  in  1964  and  higher  than  the  County  average. 

Still  Births  -  dropped  to  a  third  of  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
and  the  Still  Birth  rate  was  decidedly  less  than  that  of  Somerset  or  England 
and  Wales. 


Deaths 

All  Ages  -  total  deaths  rose  to  a  figure  1 6  more  than  in  1964  with  a 
corresponding  rise  in  the  Recorded  or  Crude  Death  Rate  but  when  the  Area 
Deaths  Comparability  Factor  is  applied  a  Corrected  Death  Rate  is  obtained 
noticeably  better  than  that  of  the  County  or  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Infant  Mortality  -  infant  deaths  totalled  2  more  than  in  1964  giving 
corresponding  rises  in  the  Infant  Mortality,  Neor-natal  and  Early  Neo-natal 
Mortality  Rates  but  the  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  was  less  than  that  of  the 
County  or  National  figures. 

Maternal  Mortality  -  there  were  again  no  deaths  in  women  from  the 
District  as  a  result  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 

Causes  of  Death 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio-Vascular  system  -  headed  the  list  as  the  cause 
of  the  largest  number  of  deaths,  with  2  more  (90)  than  in  the  previous  year. 
Coronary  and  Other  Heart  Diseases  accounted  for  64  of  these,  followed  by 
Vascular  Diseases  of  the  Nervcus  System  with  24  deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  system  -  rose  to  second  place  with  36  deaths, 
and  of  these  Pneumonia  was  the  cause  of  20  deaths  and  Bronchitis  of  13.  The 
pneumonia  deaths  were  all  in  middle-aged  or  elderly  women  whilst  the  bronchitis 
deaths  were  more  equally  spaced  out  amongst  men  and  women. 

Cancer  deaths  -  dropped  to  third  place  in  the  causation  of  deaths  in  the 
District  with  3  less  (24)  than  in  1964*  Lymphatic  and  Other  Malignant  Neo¬ 
plasms  caused  the  greatest  number  of  these  deaths  (10) ,  followed  by  Lung 
Cancer  with  8  deaths  and  Stomach  Cancer  with  6. 

Accidents  -  not  involving  a  motor  vehicle  -  accounted  for  2  deaths  and 
Suicide  for  1  death. 
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NOTES  ON  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Measles  followed  its  usual  biennial  cycle  in  this  rural  area,  with 
76  cases  notified  as  against  9  in  1964*  A 

The  3  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  at  the  Butleigh  Hospital  but 
were  unconnected  in  time. 

The  2  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  unconnected  and  the 
1  case  of  Sonne  Dysentery  notified  at  the  Mendip  Hospital  did  not  spread 
to  others  there. 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING- 
~  NOTIFICATIONS 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  four 
cases  of  Salmonella  typhiraurium  infection,  not  believed  to  be  food  borne, 
were  closely  followed  up  in  conjunction  with  the  family  doctor,  and 
advice  given  to  the  household  regarding  prevention  of  spread  of  infection 


MILK 


1959 


During  the  year,  notification  was  received  from  the  County  Health 
Department  or  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  3  farms  where  Brucella 
Abortus  had  been  isolated  from  the  milk  herd. 

In  the  first  case,  the  farmer  was  only  retailing  a  few  gallons  of 
untreated  milk  locally,  and  he  agreed  voluntarily  to  give  this  up;  the 
bulk  of  the  milk  went  to  a  large  dairy  for  pasteurisation  so  that  a 
formal  Heat  Treatment  Order  was  not  required. 

On  visiting  the  other  2  farms  it  was  found  that  the  affected  cows 
had  been  slaughtered  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  bulked  milk  was 
sent  to  a  dairy  for  pasteurisation,  formal  Heat  Treatment  Orders  were 
again  unnecessary. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (SEC.47)  &  AMENDMENT.  ACT,  1951 

During  the  year  an  elderly  widow  living  with  her  crippled  son  in 
a  cottage  on  the  outskirts  of  a  small  village  near  Wells  was  found  to  be 
living  in  a  state  of  neglect.  Contact  was  made  with  the  family  doctor, 
district  nurse  and  Area  Welfare  Officer  and  frequent  visits  resulted  in 
some  improvement  in  their  living  conditions  so  that  by  the  end  of  the 
year  statutory  action  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  had  not 
been  required,  but  supervision  continues. 


VACO liwiu.b  Al\' D  IbCOULAllCNi. 


(Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


(1)  Primary  Courses  Number  of.  children  in  the  District  who  completed  a  full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  in  the  year  ended  31.12.65. 


Children  born  in  the  years Others  under 
1965  1964  1963  1962  1958-1961  age  16  TOTAL 

168 


(2)  Reinforcing  Injections 


38 


91 


4 


19 


7 


Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections  in  year  ended  31.12. 65. 

6  21  4  141  104 


276 


TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 

(1)  Primary  Courses  Number  of  children  in  District  who  completed  a  full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  in  year  ended  31.12.65. 

38  91  8  4  20  7  168 

(2)  Reinforcing  Injections 

Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections  in  year  ended  31.12.65. 

6  21  4  140  103  274 


WHOOPING-  COUCH  IMMUNISATION 

Number  of  children  in  District  who  completed  a  primary  course  of  Pertussis 
vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  in  year  ended  31. 12. 65. 

38  91  8  4  4  -  145 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

(l)  Primary  Courses  Number  of  persons  in  District  who  received  a  course  of 
primary  vaccination  during  the  year  ended  31*12. 65. 


Children 

born 

1965 

Oral 

Children  Children 

born  born 

1964  1963 

Oral  Oral 

Children 

born 

1962 

Oral 

Young  Persons 
born 
1958-61 

Oral 

Others 
under 
age  16 
Oral 

TOTAL 

Oral 

3C 

100  9 

5 

21 

3 

168 

(2)  Reinforcing  Doses 

Persons  receiving  reinforcing 

doses  during  the  year  ended  31*12. 65. 

— 

2  6 

— 

112 

31 

151 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re 

-vaccinated) 

in  the  District  in  year 

1965. 

0-3  mths 

P 

4-6  mths  7" 9  mths  10-12 
P  P  P 

mths  1  year  2-4  years 

P  "  R  P  R 

5-15  years 
P  R 

TOTAL 

P  R 

1 

2  5 

60 

-  10  5 

2  8 

80  13 

P  =  Primary  vaccination.  R  =  Re-vaccination. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  information  required  by  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  i/66 
regarding  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  arrangements  existing  in  the 
district  and  proposed  are  as  follows 

Public  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  provided  in  the 
undermentioned  villages 


, Wookey 
Walton 

Meare  (Central  part  of  village  only) 

Easton  )  .  .  ,  , 

, .  \  joint  scheme 

Westbury-sub-Mendip  ) 

Rodney  Stoke  ) 

Dr ay colt  >  ) 


joint  scheme 


Work  on  the  Butleigh  and  Baltonsborough  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  was  commenced  in  June,  1965  and  provision  is  included  in  this 
scheme  for  servicing  the  hamlet  of  Butleigh  Wootton.  Good  progress  has 
been  made  and  it  is  expected  that  the  public  sewer  will  be  available  for 
use  towards  the  end  of  1966. 


Villages  requiring  public  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  somewhat 
urgently  are  Coxley,  Wookey  Hole  and  adjacent  localities  of  Glencot ,  Elm 
Close  and  Haybridge.  * 

Preparatory  work  has  commenced  on  the  proposed  Coxley  scheme  and 
negotiations  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  land  for  a  pumping  . 
station  are  proceeding.  Furthermore  terms  have  been  agreed  with  Wells 
City  Council  for  treating  the  sewage  at  their  works. 

Minor  improvements  to  the  Wookey  Sewage  disposal  works  were 
affected  during  the  year  resulting  in  a  better  quality  effluent  being 
discharged  into  the  river  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  Somerset 
River  Authority. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  supplies  were  satisfactory  during  the  year,  a  good  standard 
of  quality  was  maintained  and  no  complaints  of  shortages  were  received. 

4  •  ■  •  •  '• 

The  works  detailed  overleaf  were  carried  out  by  the  statutory 
undertakers  namely,  Bristol  Waterworks  Co. 


" Jo _ 


n.-iINS  LaID  BY  BRISTOL  ;.ATER\>ORKS  COMPANY 

IN  tv  ELLS  R.D.C.  AREA  DURING-  THE  PAST  YEAR 


B.V.W . 

Ref. 

|  Location 

‘  Length 

Type  of 

Pipe 

Estimate 

Reason 

Yards 

I 

i  '  ' 

12998 

j  Slab-House  Borehole 

1998 

4"  P.V.C. 

£6492 

Distribution 

V/.  Horrington 

| 

1  ’  •  - 

\  Improvements 

12963 

Eastville  Lane , 

(127 

i 

4"  Spun  Iron 

£709  ' 

Housing 

Draycott 

(160 

3"  Spun  Iron 

! 

Site 

12965 

Draycott , 

100 

3"  A.C. 

£349 

Distribution 

Nr.  Wells 

Improvements 

11509 

Castle  of  Comfort 

2640 

4"  &  3" 

£2850 

Distribution 

to  Priddy  Borehole 

P.V.C. 

12858 

West bury  Housing 

130 

3”  A.C. 

£317 

Housing 

Site,  Wells 

’  ■ 

Site 

11588  j 

Westbury  Housing 

52 

3"  A.C. 

£125 

. 

Housing 

1 

Site,  Wells 

Site 

FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  following  figures  show  the  content  of  fluoride  in  the  water 
supplied  from  the  different  sources 


Source 


s  per  Million  as 


F 


Priddy 

Nil 

Ratchet  Springs  .(Horrington  urea) 

0.04 

hookey 

* 

0.10 

•  .7 ..  i 

Slab  House 

0.15 

.  .  — 
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NOTES  ON  'WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  INDIVIDUAL  VILLAGES 


BALTONSBOROUGH 

Each  inhabited  house  has  a  supply  laid  on. 

BUTLEIG-H 

I38  houses  are  supplied  with  main  water  and  a  few  of  the  outlying 
properties  rely  on  wells. 

CHEVvTON  MEN  DIP 

Most  of  the  177  houses  in  this  village  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Waldegrave  Estate  Company's  private  supply.  A  few  properties,  because  of 
their  situation,  rely  on  wells  or  rain  water  storage.  •  • 

OUT  ST.  CUTHBERT 

East  and  West  Horrington  -  83  houses  out  of  134  have  a  piped  supply  and 
the  remainder  are  supplied  from  standpipes. 

Coxley  -  approximately  149  houses  out  of  203  are  supplied  with  water  on 
tap  and  the  only  suppliers  now  are  the  statutory  undertakers  since  a  new 
main  was  laid  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  Coxley  Wick. 

Burcott  -  71  houses  mainly  relying  on  their  own  wells. 

Easton  -  this  village  has  a  main  water  supply.  78  of  the  103  houses 
are  connected  to  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  mains  and  24  rely 
on  standpipes. 

Wookey  Hole,  Elm  Close  and  Haybridge  -  these  groups  of  houses  are 
supplied  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company. 

Dulcote  -  some  44  houses  of  which  31  have  a  piped  supply  derived  from 
a  small  private  water  system  installed  many  years  ago.  The  quality  and 
quantity  of  this  supply  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Chilcote,  Worninster,  Milton  and  Walcombe  -  these  small  groups  of  houses 
have  piped  supplies  from  various  sources  and  their  needs  appear  to  have 
been  met. 

DINDER 

35  out  of  63  houses  have  piped  supplies  from  the  Dinder  Estate  Supply. 
This  water  is  derived  from  springs  which  rise  near  Masbury  Ring.  The 
remainder  of  the  houses  are  not  within  reach  of  the  mains  and  have  to 
rely  on  wells,  etc.,  for  their  water.  The  Dinder  Estate  Supply  is 
adequate  in  quantity  for  the  needs  of  the  village  and  the  quality  has 
been  maintained  by  chlorination. 

GODNEY 

51  out  of  73  houses  have  piped  supplies  from  the  mains  of  the  statutory 
undertakers.  The  remainder  of  the  houses  have  to  rely  on  private  supplies 
as  they  are  not  in  compact  groups  or  within  easy  reach  of  the  trunk  main. 

MEARE 

The  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  supply  this  village.  212  out  of  294 
houses  have  piped  water  and  approximately  30  others  are  servied  by 
standpipe. 
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NORTH  WOOTTON 

66  out  of  80  houses  have  piped  water  of  good'  quality  and.  unlimited 
quantity.  The  village  is  supplied  by  -the  Bristol  waterworks  Company. 

PRIDDY 

58  of  the  96  houses  have  piped  supplies.  The  majority  of  this 
number  are  supplied  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  mains  but 
there  are  still  a  few  obtaining  water  from  agricultural  systems 
installed  by  the  Church  Commissioners.  ‘  •  •  .  ,  ,  , 

RODNEY  STOKE 

There  are  249  houses  in  this  parish  and  224  are  supplied  by  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company., 

SHAHPHAII 

1C  houses  out  of  30  have • piped- supplies.  The  remainder  are  not 
within  easy  reach  of  the  main  and  have  to  haul  water  from  one  of 
two  standpipes  which  have  been  provided. 

WALTON 

There  are  213  houses,  and  all  except  the'  outlying  ones  now  ’have 
water  on  tap.  The  total  dumber *of  houses. with  piped  water  is  186. 

WESTBURY -SUB-MEN DIP 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  this-  parish  is  175.  49  houses  have 

piped  supplies  from  an  agricultural  system  installed  by  the  Church 
Commissioners  some  time  ago.  A  further  1*04  are  supplied  from  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  mains.'  *  • 

'WEST  PENNARD 

179  out  of  199  houses  have  piped  supplies.  The  remainder  have 
standpipes  within  easy  reach  or  rely  on  private  supplies. 

W00KEY 

A  rather  scattered  parish  comprising  Wookey,  Worth,  Yarley,  Henton 
and  Bleadney.  There  are  317  houses  in  this  village  and  248  have  piped 
water  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company's  mains. 

THE  HENDIP  HOSPITAL  . 

This  large  hospital  which  houses  over  1,000  patients  and  staff  has 
its  own  water  supply.  The  main  source  is  two  boreholes  situated 
between  Bristol  Road  and  Watchet's  Spring  which  provides  the  water 
for  East  and  West  Horrington.  These  boreholes  are  in  the  old  red 
sandstone  formation,  and  yield  sufficient  water  for  the  very  large 
demands  of  this  hospital. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company 
to  provide  a  supply  in  an  emergency. 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections  made  during  the  year 


Infectious  Diseases  . . .  .  * «  « « .  .  .  .  •  •  •  .  < 

Disinfectants  -  supplied  by  Council  . . 

Suspected 

Visits  connected  with/Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Nuisances  -  arising  from  foul  and  choked  drains,  foul 
accumulations ,  etc#  •••  . « .  •••  •  < 


-  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  County  Lab. 

for  chemical  analysis  . 

-  of  drinking  water  sent  to  the  P.H.  Lab. 

for  bacteriological  examination 

Petroleum  Acts  -  premises  licensed  under  Petroleum  Acts 

for  the  storage  of  petrol 

Visits  -  re  water  supplies . .  ... 

Bakehouses  (l) ,  Slaughterhouses  (A) ,  inspected 

Public  Schools  -  inspected  . 

Dairies  -  visits  to  . 

Visits  -  re  food  inspection  . 

Other  Inspections  -  under  Housing  Acts 

Visits  -  re  refuse  collection  ... 

Inspections  -  Ice  cream  premises 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ... 

ICE  CREAM 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 


10 

3 

7 

6l 

286 

5 

31 

52 

94 

65 

24 

25 
254 
175 

94 

49 

60 

Nil 

56 


SLAU  G-HTEKHOUS  ES 

Since  April,  1965  there  has  only  been  one  licensed  slaughterhouse 
in  operation  in  theCouncil-’s  district.  The  premises  are  in  excellent 
order  and  comply  in  every  way  with  the  Structural  Provisions  of  the 
Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations.  The  premises  are  in  frequent 
use  being  attached  to  a  family  butchering  business. 

All  meat  produced  in  the  district  has  been  inspected  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  and  the  appropriate 
schedule  attached  to  this  report  contains  full  details. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Arrangements  for  collecting  refuse  have  been  the  same  as  in  previous 
years.  A  contractor  is  employed;: by  the  Council  and  a  fortnightly 
collection  service  provided  throughout  the  district.  The  contractor 
supplies  a'  properly  covered  vehicle  for  the  purpose  and  is  responsible 
for  engaging  personnel  and  providing  any  necessary  equipment. 

The  tip  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  referred  to  in  previous,  reports 
is  still  in  use.  It  is  ideally  situated  for  the  purpose  being  some  con¬ 
siderable  distance  from  any  house  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  covering 
material  is  readily  available  at  reasonable  cost.  Frequent  inspections 
and  prompt  treatment  ensure  the  complete  control  of  vermin  and  prevention 
of  nuisance. 

Bins  for  the  reception  of  picnic  litter  continue  to  be  placed  in 
laybys  on  main  roads.  These  would  now  appear  to  be  of  doubtful  value 
as  they  tend  to  be  abused  by  commercial  drivers  who  often  fill  them  to 
capacity  a  short  while  after  emptying.  Unfortunately  in  a  rural  district 
arrangements  for  emptying  because  of  financial  and  other  considerations 
are  limited,  but  this  is  not  appreciated  by  those  who  claim  to  be  offended 
at  the  sight  of  overflowing  refuse  bins  in  highway  laybys. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

All  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared,  served,  sold  or  stored 
including  licensed  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year.  There 
have  been  few  changes  and  in  general  the  occupiers  were  found  to  be 
more  or  less  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  There  are  not  many 
people  employed  as  assistants  in  the  establishments  referred  to  and 
in  the  main  those  who  serve  and  manage  are  usually  husband  and  wife. 
Because  of  this  close  personal  interest  it  is  rare  to  receive  com¬ 
plaints  and  any  fault  or  defect  discovered  is  remedied  by  informal 
action. 

As  in  past  years  only  a  small  quantity  of  unsound  canned  food 
was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

A  complaint  was  received  at  Easter  that  a  hot  cross  bun  purchased 
at  a  certain  village  shop  contained  a  rubber  band.  The  rubber  band  was 
produced  by  the  complainant,  full  information  obtained  and  the  natter 
reported  to  the  appropriate  committee  of  the  Council.  After  careful 
consideration  and  having  regard  to  legal  advice  the  committee  decided 
that  the  case  was  no  sufficiently  strong"  to  warrant  legal  proceedings. 

DISTRIBUTION  AND  SALE  OF  MILK 

The  Somerset  County  Council  being  responsible  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Regulations,  i960,  license  all  dealers  of 
designated  milk  except  producer  retailers  covered  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Committee. 

County  District  Councils  continue  to  register  distributors  of 
milk  with  premises  in  their  respective  districts.  There  were  7 
registered  distributors  in  the  Council's  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


Premises 


a) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3>4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  I 
in  (i)  in  which  Section! 
7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  enforced 
by  Local  Authority. 

TOTAL 


Number 

|  Inspections 

Written 

]  Occupiers 

on 

Notices 

j  Prosecuted 

Register 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

\  .  .. 

\ 

Nil 

CM 

CD 

28 

Nil 

Nil  | 

9 

9 

Nil 

_  'll 

49 

39 

Nil 

Nil  | 

DEFECTS  Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  in  two  instances  - 
remedied  on  informal  action.  '5- 


OUTWORKERS  There  are  1 6  Outworkers  in  the  District  (concerned 
with  wearing  apparel) . 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS 


(WASTE  FOOD) 


During  the  year  1965  no  applications  for  licences  to  operate  plant 
and  equipment  under  the  provisions  of  this  Order  were  received. 

The  two  licensed  plants  in  the  Council's  district  were  visited 
frequently  and  found  to  be  in  order,  furthermore  no  complaints  have 
been  received  in  regard  thereto. 

The  licencees  are  fully  aware  of  the  necessities  of  complying 
with  the  Order  in  all  respects. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Period  -  1st  January  -  31st  December,  1965 
Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle  ]  ; 

excluding  '  Cows  i  Calves 
Cows 


Sheep  i 
and 

Lambs  i 


Horses 


Number  killed 


Number  Inspected 


All  Diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  C.ysticerci: 
{Whole  carcases  condemned 

[Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

i 

percentage  of  the  number 
-inspected  affected  with 
,disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci: 

U 

Tul: _ 

whole  carcases  condemned 


parcases  of  which  some  part 
[or  organ  was  condemned 

percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
[Tuberculosis 


sCysticercosis 

barcases  of  which  some  part 

jor  organ  was  condemned 

\ 

{Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

* 

jG-eneralised  and  Totally 
(condemned 


i 

» 

V 

•Weight  of  Meat  condemned 
;(in  lbs.)  for:- 


i 

i(b)  Other 

976 

CO 

O 

1 — 1 

1 

61  ! 

16 

!(c)  Cysticercosis  1 

— 

1  i 

j  '  !  " 

• 

■  j 

— 

— 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

976 

:  1038 

61  I 

16 

— 

Principal  Water  Supplies  in  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Y/ells 
Summary  of  Results  obtained  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company 

in  1965 

(in  each  case  the  figures  given  are  the  average 
of  the  results  obtained  during  the  year) 


Priddy 


bacteriological  Analysis 
•No.  of  samples 
'Cols,  per  ml.  on  Agar 
|  @  22°C. 
i  @  37°C. 

jB.  Coli.  per  100  ml. 

1 

;  Typical 

!  Presumptive 

i 

Chemical 


No.  of  samples 


South  Town 


12 

18.0 

20.6 

1.5 

1.8 


Total  Solids 

270 

536 

;Chlorides  as  Chlorine 

|  13.0 

;  22.5 

1 

'Nitrates  as  Nitrogen 

|  1.92 

0.38 

Nitrites  as  Nitrogen 

1  Nil 

;  Nil 

;Saline  Ammonia 

0.002 

0.006 

1 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.018 

0.019 

Permanganate  Oxygen 

!  0.19 

0.17 

Total  Hardness 

I  216 

421 

1 

Permanent  Hardness 

49 

114 

jAlkalinity 

188 

r 

328 

jpH 

1  7.5 

7.05 

& 

Colour 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

(signed) 

Deryck  E. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

S.  Harkness 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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